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1 . CHIEF OF MFA PRESS DEPARTMENT KADNAR CALLED IN PAO 
FEB 5 AND MADE FOLLOWING ORAL STATEMENT (PRESENTED 
AS NON-PAPER) ON JOURNALISTS' VISAS: 

2. "SEVERAL OF OUR DISCUSSIONS RECENTLY CONCERNED THE 
ISSUANCE OF VISAS TO PERSONS WORKING IN MASS MEDIA. 
LAST WEEK CZECHOSLOVAK VISA WAS ISSUED TO MR. DUSKO 
DODER, CORRESPONDENT OF THE WASHINGTON POST, AND 
WE ARE TO ISSUE VISA TO MR. MURRY SEEGER OF THE 

LOS ANGELES TIMES. WE LIKEWISE INTEND TO GIVE 
FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION TO THE VISA APPLICATIONS 
SUBMITTED BY EMPLOYEES OF THE USIA WHO MIGHT WISH 
TO VISIT CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN CONNECTION WITH AN 
IMPORTANT BILATERAL PROJECT, ONCE THEY MENTION THEIR 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE USIA IN THE VISA APPLICATION FORM. 
"THE CZECHOSLOVAK SAID APPLIED FOR A SHORT-TERM US 
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FEATURE FILM INDUSTRY AND FOR AN ENTRY VISA FOR 
MR. V. TILL, CORRESPONDENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK 
PRESS AGENCY. SINCE THE PROCEDURE OF CONSIDERA- 
TION OF THE VISA APPLICATIONS HAS BEEN MUCH TOO 
LONG, THE CZECHOSLOVAK SIDE WITHDREW THE APPLICATIONS 
FOR THE FORMER; HOWEVER, THERE IS STILL 
INTEREST IN THE VISA FOR THE CTK CORRESPONDENT." 

3. IN RESPONSE TO PAO'S QUERY ABOUT VOA APPLI- 
CATION, KADNAR SAID VOA APPLICANTS SHOULD MENTION 
USIA BUT NOT VOA ON APPLICATION FORM, AND THAT 
THIS SOLUTION HAD BEEN USED PREVIOUSLY ELSEWHERE 
IN EASTERN EUROPE. PAO EXPRESSED APPRECIATION 

FOR POSITIVE TONE OF KADNAR S STATEMENT, AND FOR 
ISSUANCE OF DODER AND SEEGER VISAS; HE SAID HE 
WOULD REPORT STATEMENT PROMPTLY AND WOULD HAVE TO 
SEE IF VOA SOLUTION WAS ACCEPTABLE. 

4. AFTER FORMAL EXCHANGE ON VISAS, PAO ALSO 
RAISED OUR CONCERN WITH TREATMENT OF US IN 
CZECHOSLOVAK PRESS AS STATED TO MFA RECENTLY BY 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR AND CHARGE. KADNAR SAID HE 
WAS AWARE OF THESE STATEMENTS AND GOC WOULD TAKE 
NOTE OF THEM. PAO ALSO REFERRED TO KADNAR S 
LENGHTY PRESENTATION TO HIM OF DEC 5 ABOUT VOA 
COVERAGE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AND OUTLINED (DRAWING 
ON JAN 15 WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS REPORT FROM IBS/PE) 

RANGE OF COVERAGE IN TYPICAL WEEK. KADNAR RECEIVED 
THIS VERY WELL. PAO ALSO MENTIONED FRUSTRATIONS 

AT NOT GETTING GOOD ACCESS FOR INTERVIEWS FOR 
VISITING US JOURNALISTS, AND KADNAR SAID MFA 
WAS MAKING CONCENTRATED EFFORT TO IMPROVE 
ACCESS. FINALLY, AT END OF MEETING, CURRENT 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST RFE WAS NOTED WITHOUT ANY SUB- 
STANTIVE COMMENT. (NOTE: EMBASSY NOTES WITH 
INTEREST THAT ZANTOVSKY FEB 3 (PRAGUE 0286), 

AND NOW KADNAR HAVE COME IN WITH VERY POSITIVE 
APPROACHES IN MIDDLE OF STRONG PROPAGANDA ATTACK 
AGAINST RFE.) 
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5. COMMENT: WE CONSIDER THIS A VERY POSITIVE 
STATEMENT AND BELIEVE IT LARGELY MEETS OUR CONDI- 
TIONS. VISA ISSUANCE TO SEEGER AND DODER IS WEL- 
COME, BUT MAIN CONTENTION WAS OF COURSE VISA 
FOR VOA CORRESPONDENT. ALTHOUGH IT IS CONCESSION 
FOR US TO LEAVE "VOA" OFF VISA APPLICATION, EMBASSY 
DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY MAJOR PRINCIPLE IS 
THEREBY COMPROMISED. WE CONSIDER THEREFORE THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


OUR PROPOSAL (PRAGUE 3018 AS APPROVED BY 
DEPARTMENT IN STATE 284684) HAS BEEN AGREED TO 
IN ITS ESSENTIALS BY GOC, AND UNLESS DEPARTMENT 
OBIECTS WOULD PROPOSE TO ISSUE TILL VISA IMME- 
DIATELY. WE WOULD ALSO PLAN TO PROCESS ANOTHER' 
JOURNALIST’S VISA JUST APPLIED FOR ALLOWING A 
SLOVAK JOURNALIST, LADISLAV TOMASEK, TO VISIT 
THE US WITH THE FOLKLORE GROUP, LUCNICA. 

6. BONN IS REQUESTED TO INFORM SEEGER. BELGRADE 
IS REQUESTED TO INFORM DODER. SEPARATE MESSAGE 
WILL FOLLOW ABOUT PROPOSAL FOR TOPICS VOA CORRES- 
PONDENT MIGHT APPLY FOR VISA TO COVER. 

PERRY 
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